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on the following night, he took with him the two
Hiroquois with the intention of sending them to
Monsieur our Governor after the Interpreter should
escape. The parley being ended, each one retired
to his own quarters. The Interpreter passed the
night with the Hiroquois, and the two Hiroquois
with the French. Mutual inquiries were made for
news; the Hiroquois asked what had become of one
of their warriors, who had been taken prisoner by
the French in the previous Autumn. The Inter-
preter did not wish to tell them how the poor wretch
had been burned, so he endeavored to turn the con-
versation and to evade their question; but, when the
Hiroquois persisted, he retorted: " And you, tell us
what has become of Father Jogues and a French-
man, who went to your country confiding in the
plighted word of the people." The Hiroquois, who
were more cunning than they seemed, changed their
tune at this retort. " Let us speak of pleasant
things," one of them replied. " You will soon see
at your gates the oldest and most prominent men of
our country, who will come to ask the French for
peace; and to prove their sincerity they are bringing
[15] some Dutchman with them." It must be
admitted that there is goodness and simplicity among
the French, who listened to these discourses with as
much pleasure as if they came from innocent lips
and hearts.

On the following day, as the Interpreter had not
effected his escape,— either because no opportunity
of doing so presented itself, or because he considered
that he was bound to keep his word with people who
have none to keep, and who make a profession of
surprising us,— we were obliged, in order to get


